
State of the Town of Ossian 2024 

1. As we look forward to the new year, 2025, I would like to look back on the accomplishments achieved by the 
Town of Ossian during 2024.  Needless to say, progress only happens as a result of hard work and dedication 
for which I would like to thank all our town officials, employees and volunteers. 
 

2. Town Board 
 The Town of Ossian continues to receive a best or least fiscally stressed score from the NYS Comptroller’s 
Office.  This fiscal “best” score reflects the Town of Ossian as having healthy fund balances and being debt 
free. 
2024 saw several improvements to town facilities, thanks to Federal ARPA funding.  Funds could only be  
spent on single, non-recurring expenses.  Improvements included propane-powered backup generators for 
the Highway Garage and Town Hall, a new steel roof, a new propane heating system and upgrades to the 
computer and phone systems, all at the Town Hall. 
The town also received 20 thousand dollars from Livingston County for a project that promotes recreation 
and tourism.  With help from CC Environment and Planning and others an informational kiosk, with a map 
and interactive digital display will be located next to the Town Hall.  The kiosk will be available to everyone 
and will promote outdoor recreation and agritourism opportunities and their locations. 
 

3. Highway Department  
Highway Superintendent, Keith Young, and crew have had a busy and productive year. 
With 8½ miles of town road oil and stoned, 2 miles which were paved for the first time, leaving only about ½ 
mile of gravel road that is maintained year-round. 
All seasonal roads were graveled and graded.  34 miles of town and county roadsides were mowed 4 times. 
Also, ditching, changing driveway pipes, cutting shoulders and brush rounded out the schedule. 
To help keep the Highway Department running smoothly, the Town purchased a 2024 John Deere loader and a 
2024 ¾ ton pickup. 
  

4. Town Clerk/Tax Collector 
Town Clerk, John VanHeusen, and his deputy, Natalie Welch, have been busy making the Clerk’s Office run 
smoothly and more efficiently.  Purging all non-essential records gained tremendous capacity in the file room. 
Organizing the Local Law file cabinet and computer files has helped to improve operation.  Natalie has been a 
big help to John improving his computer skills. 
John and Natalie will continue the never-ending task of streamlining the clerk’s office to keep up with the 
constant demands of NYS. 
 

5. Town Historian 
Town Historian, Rhea Walker’s, regular duties include creating the Ossian Historical Newsletter, attending 
meetings with the Livingston County Historians’ Association and speaking at various functions.  In 2024 Rhea 
spoke at the Shepard Memorial Library in Dansville and introduced the Ossian Giant to children at the Ossian 
summer recreation program. 

             

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



6. Code Enforcement-Quinn Golden 

 

                       

7. Zoning Board of Appeals 
ZBA chairman, Tom DePuy, reports a quiet year.  Only one special use permit was issued for a cell tower to be 
constructed on Wagner Road.  This cell tower should improve cell service for Ossian residents. 
 



8. Town Justice – Don Wilson

 
9. Assessor 

Assessor Holly Smalt reports duties and responsibilities of her office continue to be completed in a timely 
manner. 
Field review of new construction, open permits, verifying sales and keeping office files up to date continues on 
a monthly basis.  The tentative tax roll was filed with the Town Clerk on May 1st.  Grievance Day was  
June 10, 2024, and the final assessment roll was filed with the Town Clerk on July 1st.  Assessor Smalt has also 
fulfilled all requirements for continued education and training credits for 2024. 
 

10. Livingston County Seniorama & Teen Recognition 
The 29th annual Livingston County Teen Recognition event was held April 24, 2024 at the Willow Creek Event 
Venue in Lakeville, NY.  Five teens from the Town of Ossian were honored at this event.  They were 
Corey Beman, Kaitlyn Lee, Grace Rechichi and Tyler VanAuken. 
Edward & Jennie Derrenbacher represented the Town of Ossian at the 43rd annual Livingston County 
Seniorama ceremony.  This event was also held at Willow Creek Venue on May 4, 2024 
 
A special thank you to Heather Pero and Roxanne Morsch for representing the Town of Ossian at the 
Livingston County Youth Board and the Livingston County Office for the Aging. 
 
Goals for 2025 are simply for everyone to continue working together, making the Town of Ossian a great place 
to live. 
 

      Sincerely,  
      Dwight Knapp 
      Supervisor 
      Town of Ossian 


