State of the Town of Ossian 2025

1. BeingJanuary 5, 2026, it’s hard to believe that the year 2025 has gone by as quickly as it has. | think
it is quite often the case that when things run smoothly, time seems to fly by. That being said, my
thanks go out to all those involved with the Town of Ossian for their hard work and dedication during
the past year.

2. Town Board
The Ossian Town Board continues to operate as it has for many years, in a fiscally conservative
manner. With this approach the town remains debt-free and maintains healthy fund balances.
Again, for the past year the NYS Comptroller has given the Town of Ossian a best or least fiscally
stressed score.
| would like to thank Councilman Jaeger for his years of dedicated service to the Town of Ossian as he
steps down from the town board. Replacing Patrick Jaeger as councilman will be Robert Carter. The
town board looks forward to working with Rob as a new town board member.
Also, we congratulate councilman Louis Patane on securing a third term as councilman.

3. Highway Department
Time does not stand still for the Ossian Highway Department, and 2025 was no exception for
Superintendent Keith Young and his crew.
The department’s biggest project in 2025 was a 2% mile full depth recycle of Scott Hill Road from
Linzy Road to White Road. The highway department also applied oil and stone to 6% miles of town
roads, along with applying a layer of gravel on seasonal roads. Driveway pipes were replaced, ditches
were cleaned out and road shoulders were cut & wedged with black top in preparation for the 2026
projects. A blacktop pad was installed in front of the salt storage, making a solid surface for mixing
salt & sand for winter use. All town and county roads in the town were mowed 4 times. Along with
all these accomplishments, Keith and crew found time to help other neighboring towns complete
needed projects. 2025 saw a couple of needed upgrades equipment in our highway department. The
2006 excavator was updated with a newer model of the same size, and the 2013 International 10-
wheel dump truck was replaced with a new Western Star dump truck. Periodic updating of
equipment in our highway department makes it possible for our department of 3 full-time & 1 part-
time employees to work efficiently and productively, with a minimum of downtime.
This shows, as | have been told, that the Town of Ossian has some of the best roads in Livingston
County.

4. Town Clerk/Tax Collector
Town Clerk John VanHeusen reports that operations in his office have settled into a fairly smooth
routine. Tax collection goes well, with help from his deputy, Natalie Welch, and meeting with town
residents is an added bonus to the job. He reports that the Board of Assessment Review met with
only one taxpayer in 2025.

5. Code Enforcement and Zoning
Code Enforcement & Zoning Officer Quinn Golden reports that the department continued its focus
on consistent enforcement, improved compliance through education, communication and permit
administration.

Permitting Activity During 2025, the Code Enforcement Office issued approximately 30 building
permits.
Permit activity included, but was not limited to:

Pole barns and accessory structures

Residential additions and alterations



Decks & camper-related structures

Solid fuel-burning structures

Driveways and site improvements

One new single-family dwelling (renewed permit)

Solar installations and minor commercial alterations
Permit volume remained steady throughout the year, with the majority of activity occurring between
May and October. All permits were issued and tracked through the iWorQ system, improving record
accuracy and reporting efficiency.

Violations & Enforcement In 2025, the department addressed a mix of long-standing and newly
identified violations, with an emphasis on voluntary compliance prior to court action.

New Violations opened in 2025: approximately 15

Total Violations closed in 2025: approximately 10

The most common violations involved:
Juk & property maintenance
Unregistered & excess campers
Zoning noncompliance related to prior approvals
Unpermitted structures or site work
Several long-standing junk & zoning cases showed measurable progress through continued
communication with property owners. Formal legal action was pursued only where necessary.

Campers & Seasonal Occupancy
Camper registration and enforcement continued to require significant time early in the year. By late
2025, all camper registrations were brought into compliance, either through registration, threat of
removal, or enforcement action.

Administrative Improvements
Continued full implementation of the iWorQ permit and enforcement system
Ongoing coordination with the Town Clerk, Planning Board, and ZBA
Regular response to zoning inquiries and FOIL/property information requests

Conclusion

The 2025 calendar year reflected steady development activity, improved compliance outcomes, and
more efficient, clear communication, and supporting lawful development with the Town of Ossian.
As CEO one of my obligations is to document and maintain a minimum of 24 hours of continuing
education. During the 2025 program year | accumulated 49 hours.

Zoning Board of Appeals

ZBA chairman, Tom DePuy, reports only one action in 2025. A variance for a cabin, which was
granted. Chairman DePuy will be trading places with committee member, Dana Henry. Tom will stay
on as a ZBA committee member and Dana will be Chairperson of the ZBA starting January 2026.

Ossian Town Court
The Ossian Town Board would like to thank Judge Gordon “Don” Wilson for serving as Town Justice
for the Town of Ossian for the past twelve years and we wish him the best in the future.

With that Judge Wilson has submitted his final annual report:
This year was very normal in many ways. The most important part of the year to me was my decision
not to run for the office of Town Justice again. Instead of describing the year in review, | would like



to take this time to describe the most important changes that impacted how the Court worked in my
12 years as Town Justice.

In my first few years as Town Justice, | regularly did 8 to10 arraignments per month. Some were for
other jurisdictions as well as Ossian...and it seemed that most were in the middle of the night. The
establishment of a CAP Court in Livingston County changed things completely! Cap stands for
Centralized Arraignment Plan. All the arraignments are now done in Geneseo with Town and Village
Justices taking turns doing the Arrangements. Big improvement for sure!

The New Bail Law has proven, in my view, to be a bad law! A defendant must be charged with a
“Qualifying Offense” before bail can be set. Otherwise, they are quickly back out on the street. Since
the purpose of bail was to get the defendant to come to court...it is much more difficult now than
before to get people to come to court so their cases can be adjudicated.

During COVID the NYS Court System allowed cases to be dealt with “Virtually”. It has not impacted
Ossian yet, but it could soon. | believe that you will hear more about the option of hearing cases
“Virtually” in the not-too-distant future.

It has been an honor to serve the Ossian Community as Town Justice. In my twelve years as Town
Justice, | have learned a great deal, and met many good people connected with law enforcement in
Livingston County. | know that | am leaving the position in very capable hands, and | wish the Ossian
Community and the new judge nothing but the best in the coming years.

With this, the Ossian Town Board would like to welcome Michael Mcilwaine as our new Judge for the
Town of Ossian.

Assessor’s Office

Assessor Holly Smalt continues to perform the duties and responsibilities of her office. These include
field review of new construction, open permits, verifying sales and keeping office files up to date.
Assessor Smalt has been working on a town-wide revaluation for the 2026 assessment roll. Thisis a
county-wide revaluation that happens every four years in an effort to preserve fairness in each
annual assessment roll. This ensures that property owners only pay their fair share of property taxes.
The 2026 Revaluation will reestablish all property assessments at 100% of market value.

Livingston County Seniorama & Teen Recognition

John VanHeusen represented the Town of Ossian at the 44% annual Livingston County Seniorama
Ceremony May 3 2025, at the Willow Creek Venue, Lakeville, NY.

April 23, 2025, the Town of Ossian was represented by 4 teens at the 30t annual Livingston County
Teen Recognition Ceremony, held at Willow Creek Venue in Lakeville. The teens who were honored
from the Town of Ossian were; Luke Conway, Blake Tonkery, Aiden VanAuken and Karlee Walker.

A special thank you to Heather Pero for making the Teen Recognition Ceremony a success for the
Town of Ossian and representing Ossian at the Livingston County Youth Board.

Thank you to Roxanne Morsch for representing the Town of Ossian at the Livingston County Office
for the Aging.

There is no doubt that everyone who is involved with the Town of Ossian will continue their hard
work to make our town a place we are proud to call home.

Sincerely,
Dwight Knapp
Supervisor Town of Ossian



